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Brief Report

“One Day Mega Agriculture Awareness cum Kisan Mela”
11th of September 2025



Organized by

Krishi Vigyan Kendra- Srinagar
Directorate of Extension SKUAST-Kashmir




Under HADP-Project

“Alternate System of Agriculture for Sustainability”


Venue: Bakshipora-Tengpora Eidgah Constituency Srinagar.

· As Per Detailed Project Report and Action Plan 2025-26 an important activity of HADP Project- “Alternate System of Agriculture” assigned to SKUAST-Kashmir is demonstration of Technologies and mass awareness of Non-Chemical production technologies.
· To bridge the gap between Research System and Farmers Field the Mega Agriculture Awareness cum Kisan Mela was organized by KVK Srinagar under the aegis of directorate of extension today on 11th September (Thursday) 2025 at Bakshipora, Eidgah in collaboration with J&K Rural Development Society. The Kisan Mela was inaugurated by Shri Mubarak Gul, Hon’ble MLA Eidgah Constituency and Prof. Raihana H Kanth, Director Extension SKUAST-K in presence of Chairman J&K Rural Development Society, Mr. Yunus Mubarak Gul and Prof. Shamim A Simnani, Head KVK Srinagar.
· MLA Mubarak Gul of the Eidgah constituency, while speaking at the event, highlighted the importance of adopting the Holistic Agriculture Development Programme (HADP) as a transformative initiative. He underscored that HADP has the potential not only to ensure self-sufficiency in agriculture but also to generate significant employment opportunities, thereby strengthening the farming community, boosting the economy, and reducing dependency on imports. He further applauded the unwavering and commendable efforts of KVK Srinagar for its role in translating scientific advancements into field-level applications and for consistently supporting farmers in embracing innovative practices. 
· Dr. Rehana Habib Kanth, Director Extension, SKUAST-K, emphasized that Qamarwari is a prominent vegetable belt of Srinagar. She urged the local populace of the area to take full advantage of this natural resource base by adopting scientific and sustainable vegetable cultivation practices. Dr. Kanth underlined the need to transform Qamarwari into the "Vegetable Bowl of Kashmir," highlighting its potential to ensure year-round supply of fresh produce, improve farmers’ income, and contribute significantly to the region’s food security. She further stressed that harnessing this potential would not only strengthen agricultural sustainability but also play a vital role in the socio-economic upliftment of the farming community.
· Speaking at the event, Prof. Simnani emphasized the role of KVK Srinagar in bridging the gap between scientific research and field-level application. Farmers appreciated the initiative, noting that such events enhance awareness and boost confidence in adopting innovative and profitable farming practices.
· Prof. Simnani also emphasized and highlighted the significant role of the Hon’ble Vice Chancellor for the Holistic Agriculture Development Programme (HADP), acknowledging its pivotal role in transforming agriculture into a sustainable and entrepreneurial sector. He highlighted that the presence of scientists at the event further reinforced the commitment towards empowering farmers and strengthening the agricultural ecosystem
· The highlights of the mela was display of dozens of stalls by SKUAST K, HADP and agriculture allied departments demonstrating advanced farm machinery, improved crop varieties, integrated farming systems, soil health management, protected cultivation, and organic farming practices. Scientists from SKUAST-Kashmir, KVK-Srinagar and officers from various line departments delivered different lectures to highlight the importance of sustainable and climate-resilient agriculture practices. The event witnessed participation of more than 500 practicing farmers, Agripreurship, FPO, school going children in addition to officers and field functionaries, Halqa Sarpanch, Pradhans and numerous other village heads.

		




























	Gist of lectures delivered and interaction held is given below:
	Speaker
	Designation
	Topic/Lecture Delivered

	Dr. Rehana Habib Kanth, 
	Director Extension, SKUAST-K
	Maximizing Resource Use Efficiency with Integrated Farming Systems

	Prof Shamim A Simnani
	Prof & Head
	Comprehensive strategies for application of bio-pesticides in horticulture to minimize the emerging health hazards.

	Dr. Parmeet Singh
	Professor, SKUAST-K
	Importance of sustainable farming, role of bio-formulations in nutrient & disease management.

	Dr. Aasima Rafiq 
	Scientist
(Food Technology)
	Innovating in the Food Sector: Pathways for Sustainable and Profitable Ventures

	Dr. Ishtiyak A Mir
	Scientist (Animal Science)
	Importance of scientific Integrated Livestock Farming System for employment generation and doubling farmer’s income. 



· Dr. Parmeet Singh (Professor/PI/Coordinator of the programme) elaborated on the objectives of the awareness programme, emphasizing the global significance of sustainable agriculture and the vital role of bio-formulations in nutrient management and disease control. He highlighted that reducing the use of chemical fertilizers and pesticides not only improves soil and crop health but also strengthens the competitiveness of Kashmiri produce in domestic and international markets.
· Scientists from SKUAST-K showcased a range of innovative technologies aimed at reducing chemical dependency, offering farmers sustainable and eco-friendly alternatives for nutrient and pest management.
· Dr. S A Simnani, Prof & Head KVK-Srinagar deliver  lecture on Comprehensive Strategies for Applying Bio-Pesticides in Horticulture to Minimize Emerging Health Hazards. Highlighted the strategic application of bio-pesticides in horticulture offers a promising solution to minimize health hazards associated with chemical pesticides. He stressed upon participants to adopt integrating biological control methods, such as beneficial insects and microorganisms, with cultural practices like crop rotation and sanitation, to effectively manage pests while protecting human health and the environment. The use of bio-pesticides like Trichoderma, Bacillus thuringiensis, and neem-based products can significantly reduce the risks associated with synthetic pesticides. Furthermore, adopting Integrated Pest Management (IPM) principles and promoting biodiversity in agricultural ecosystems can enhance the efficacy of bio-pesticides. By embracing these comprehensive strategies, we can ensure a healthier and more sustainable food system for future generations
· Dr Asima Rafiq delivered a lecture on Innovating in the Food Sector: Pathways for Sustainable and Profitable Ventures highlighted the immense scope that lies within the food industry for aspiring entrepreneurs. She emphasizes not only the importance of creativity and innovation in developing market-ready products but also the need for sustainability, value addition, and consumer trust to build successful enterprises. By bridging traditional practices with modern technologies and aligning ventures with changing consumer preferences, food entrepreneurship can serve as a powerful driver of economic growth, rural development, and global competitiveness.
· Dr. Ishtiyak A Mir delivered lecture on Importance of scientific Integrated Livestock Farming System for employment generation and doubling farmer’s income. He motivated the farmers to adopt scientific management of integrated livestock production farming that offers a promising approach to doubling farmers' income and generating employment opportunities. By adopting IFS, farmers can increase their income by 41-100%, reduce underemployment, and promote sustainable resource management. Key components of IFS include crop-livestock integration, diversified farming, waste recycling, and soil health management. To implement IFS successfully, farmers should start small, assess resources, develop a business plan, and undergo capacity-building programs. With its proven effectiveness in improving farmers' income and productivity, IFS can be a game-changer for Indian agriculture, enabling farmers to achieve sustainable livelihoods and contributing to the country's agricultural growth and development. 
· Dr. Rehana Habib Kanth, Director Extension, SKUAST-K, delivered her lecture on Maximizing Resource Use Efficiency with Integrated Farming Systems. She highlighted the farmers that integrated Farming Systems (IFS) offer a promising pathway towards sustainable agriculture, enhanced farmer prosperity, and resilient food systems. By integrating diverse agricultural components such as crops particularly off season vegetables, livestock, aquaculture, and agro forestry, IFS harnesses the synergies between different elements of the farm ecosystem, promoting resource efficiency, biodiversity conservation, and productivity enhancement. Moreover, the adoption of Integrated Farming Systems holds significant implications for farmer livelihoods and rural development. By diversifying income sources, reducing input costs, and enhancing resilience to climate variability and market fluctuations, IFS contributes to poverty reduction, food security, and economic empowerment of farming communities. The complexities of a rapidly changing agricultural landscape, the integration of farming systems offers a pathway towards a more sustainable, equitable, and resilient food system. By embracing the principles of integration, sustainability, and inclusivity, we can build a future where agriculture serves as a driver of prosperity, environmental stewardship, and social well-being for present and future generations. 
· Mr Syed Gulzar, District Agriculture Officer extension Srinagar  expressed satisfaction and submitted gratitude to KVK Srinagar, Directorate of Extension SKUAST -Kashmir for organizing this valuable Programme. Further he requested that such programme should be organized in future too.
· The event concluded with a Vote of Thanks by Dr. Parmeet Singh (Professor/PI/Coordinator of the programme) who expressed gratitude to the dignitaries, scientists, and farmers for their active participation and contribution to the success of the programme. 



















>>Glimpses of the Programme<<
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